A 19 year old male presented with fever of 4 days duration without organomegaly or lymphadenopathy. Peripheral blood evaluation revealed anemia, thrombocytopenia and leucocytosis. Peripheral smear and bone-marrow aspirate showed [ 20% blasts, many containing single Auer rod. Maturing myeloid, few neutrophils including few dysmorphic forms also showed single Auer rod. ''Faggot'' like multiple Auer rod collections were noted in the neutrophils (Fig. 1a, b) . A diagnosis of acute myeloid leukemia (AML) with aberrant expression of CD19 and CD56 was rendered by flowcytometry. Cytogenetic studies showed the presence of t (8;21) (Fig. 1C) . Fluorescence in situ hybridization for PML-RARa was negative (Fig. 1D) . The patient was started on cytarabine-daunorubicin based chemotherapy and is under follow up.
Auer rods, first reported by John Auer in 1906 and first recognised by Thomas McCrae, are considered pathognomonic of myeloid differentiation. They are described as intracytoplasmic rod shaped peroxidase-positive structures formed by aggregation, and concentration of the peroxidase granules in the leukemic blasts [1, 2] . They are also called as McCrae rods. Auer rods can be seen in M1 to M6 French-American-British classification of acute myeloid leukemia (AML), however they are most commonly seen in acute promyelocytic leukemia, AML M3, where they are arranged in fascicles or bundles in cells named as ''faggot cells''.
Faggot cells, which morphologically is considered diagnostic of acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL), are abnormal promyelocytes containing 3 or more Auer rods. Occurrence of more than two Auer rods in blasts is unusual in a non-APL cases [3] .
Auer rods in neutrophils and maturing myeloids is a rare morphological finding. Presence of Auer rods in neutrophils is indicative of nucleo-cytoplasmic asynchrony [4] . A literature review published by Singh et al. in 2015 showed 12 case reports where presence of Auer rods was documented in neutrophils, myelocytes, and rarely in monocytes in cases belonging to the FAB AML-M2, M3 category and mixed lineage leukemia [5, 6] . Cases of Auer rods in mature neutrophils described in acute promyelocytic leukemia on treatment indicates these abnormal neutrophils to be derived from leukemic promyelocytes. It has been postulated that though ATRA is capable of inducing differentiation of leukemic promyelocytes, it is incapable of inducing morphological maturation of neutrophils [7] .
In the present case, multiple Auer rods were seen in mature neutrophils, prompting us to coin the term ''faggot neutrophils''. The possibility of acute promyelocytic leukemia was excluded as the FISH for PML RARa was negative. Cytogenetic studies showed the presence of t(8;21). In non-acute promyelocytic leukemia cases, occurrence of ''faggot cells'' is rare, whereas occurrence of ''faggot neutrophils'' is rarer! [8] [9] [10] .
Presence of ''faggot neutrophils'' in a case should alert one not only to evaluate for acute promyelocytic leukemia, but also for t(8;21) and cytogenetic studies play a crucial role. 
